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Presidents Report 
 
The 2009-10 season was fantastic! 
At the start of the season our main aim was to make sure we had enough players to fill two teams and 
we were hoping to field a 1st and 2nd grade. This did not work out how we wanted because we had so 
many new players that we went with 3rd and 1st grade both in the same time slot. Many thanks to NDSA 
for organising duties and umpiring so we did not have to do anything else in that time slot. 
 
I would like to thank our major sponsor the Bennett Hotel for their support and for providing such a 
great place for social events and general get togethers. Dave and all the staff are always friendly and 
helpful. 
Thanks also to NUsport for their continued support of University clubs and Innovative Computer 
Solutions for supporting the website. Thanks for the new pitching machine from NUsport and Rail & 
Road Professional Services. It will be a great asset for many years to come and many of our players 
said it helped their batting a lot. 
 
Thank you to the committee members for their assistance this season. Even though our club is small, 
there is still a lot to be done and the more people that join the committee to help, the easier it is. 
Special thanks to our Treasurer, Katherine, who did a lot more than just take money. She organised 
equipment purchases, sold chocolates, organised uniforms, created a new web site as well as lots of 
other tasks. Katherine was the well deserved winner of the Senior John Price Award from NDSA for all 
the hard work she has put in this season. Katherine has also won our Clubman of the Year (aka 
Legend of the year) and everyone should buy her a drink! Thanks to our Secretary Ashleigh who also 
helped NDSA with Judiciaries, Corinn who took on Gradings and Fixtures, Steve and Simone who 
helped with social events. Big thanks also to Erin for organising the Scavenger Hunt. It was a huge 
amount of fun and hopefully we can do something similar again next year. 
 
As I mentioned earlier we really wanted to make sure we had enough players this season and we 
ended up filling both teams to the brim! In 1st grade the Steelers team unfortunately had to pull out but it 
meant we picked up two players and this helped us field full teams when players were away. 3rd grade 
also had a full team including experienced and new players. I will leave it to the coaches to detail their 
team’s season but I would like to congratulate all players on a brilliant season and there is no doubt 
that everyone tried their hardest and gave it all they had. Some of the training sessions during the finals 
showed this with nearly every player being there and training hard to make sure they were prepared for 
the final series. I know I have gone on about it a bit, but it was one of the best things I have seen in the 
whole time I have played softball, seeing both our teams up on the top diamonds playing in their Grand 
Final, Awesome! Congratulations to 3rd grade on their mighty win in the Grand Final. It certainly 
surprised a few people to see you guys come back and win that one. Well done to 1st grade in their 
Grand Final, it just did not end up how we all hoped. The Final against Belmont was the best game all 
season, against a team you had not been able to win against. It is great to see the fighting spirit in all 
grades. I hope most of you will be back again next year to continue the fun and continue to improve 
your skills. 
 
There were a few people that helped us along to the Grand Final ☺. The hard working coaches and 
scorers! Thanks to Erin and Bruce for coaching 1st grade so well. They did a fantastic job and put in a 
lot of effort to help each of the girls play their best. Thanks to Svenn and Harrison for coaching 3rd 
grade. I know the girls learnt a lot and also had a great time. Thanks to all the coaches for their time 
and effort in making training sessions even when they had to come straight from work. It is a big 
commitment and we all really appreciate the work you put in. I know Bruce had to swap shifts to make 
the Grand Final, Steve rushed back from Muswellbrook to make training and Chewy lives near 
Bulahdelah and still tried to make it to training as well as games. Thanks to Narelle’s husband Shane 
and his friend for helping in finals time as well. 
 



Big thanks to Lucy and Lindsay! Scoring can be such a hard job with the ball going everywhere, people 
asking you the score all the time and umpires forgetting the count. Thank you for sparing the time for 
scoring especially since neither of you play softball anymore. It was also brilliant to see that we only 
had one score card fine all season. 
 
Thanks to everyone for helping out with duties as well this year. It was not quite as bad this year with 
only two teams worth of duties but it really helps when everyone steps up and does their bit. Thanks to 
3rd grade and Pete Harris for taking down the net every week. Thanks to 1st grade for doing most of the 
umpiring along with some of our more experienced third graders. 
 
Thanks to everyone who played in the Twilight competition this year. Everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves and it was great to see people come along and try out softball. We entered 3 teams into the 
comp and joined up with baseballers, other clubs and new players to play enjoyable social softball. It 
also allowed existing players to play in other positions and have a rest from what they normally do. 
Hopefully this will be on again next year and will encourage more people to give softball a go. 
 
It has been a great season, with a great bunch of people. I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. 
See you all next season!! 
 
Thanks, 
Kristy Field 
UNI Softball President 
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o President and Board Rep – Kristy Field 
o Treasurer & Registrar – Katherine Milla 
o Secretary – Ashleigh John 
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1st Grade Coaches Report 

 
Well, we’re at the end of another season – time certainly seems to fly, especially when its time to write 
the annual reports! It’s been a fantastic season with an equally fantastic result. I’m sure you will all 
agree that second place is nothing to sneeze at, and even though we came very close to that top spot, 
at least this way we have a goal for next year, and we keep Brucie around for a little bit longer! 
 
As usual, we welcomed a number of new players at the beginning of the season, as well as holding 
onto our core of uni stalwarts. Kritter and Dana were valuable pick-ups, making their debut into 
Newcastle softball, whilst Stoney and Di were great assets on loan (hopefully again next year!) from 
Steelers. Narelle also made a comeback after 10 years out of the sport, and proved she hadn’t lost a 
thing! These new players strengthened our already awesome team and gave us a lot of flexibility in the 
field, AND we had a bench on many occasions – unheard of before this season! 
 
We have had the usual ups and downs, with players sustaining injuries, and going away (Stoney and 
Shell!!) but we always managed to pull together and play for each other, with everyone stepping up to 
the challenge. I am also extremely proud of you all for shaking off the Belmont curse! For me, that was 
the highlight of the season, knocking them out of the grand final running! It was really exciting game 
and each of you should be proud of yourselves for that effort! Unfortunately, we peaked one game too 
soon, but Strikers should definitely be on the look out next year!! 
 
I’d like to thank all of you for your commitment and effort this season, it made my job easier. Special 
mention to Tex, who travelled from Dubbo nearly every week just to play. Also, big thanks to Bruce for 
his guidance and support, and to Lucy, our wonderful scorer and biggest fan! And thanks to Kristy and 
Katherine and the rest of the committee for all their efforts behind the scenes, we wouldn’t have a club 
without you guys. :) 
 
Anyways, that’s it from me. See you all next season! 
 
P.S. I would like to congratulate Katherine on her NDSA award, she really deserves it, and also to 
Murray Lundberg, for his Umpire of the Year award – Great work both of you! 
 

Erin 

 
 

 

 



 



3rd Grade Coaches Report 
It is a long one, so get a drink before reading please… 
 
I have always enjoyed coaching but this has been one of the most entertaining seasons I have had the 
privilege to be involved in. Third grade were always up beat, hilarious to be around and drove me nuts 
with late arrivals and concentrating more on their hair than getting warmed up for the game. But, once the 
time started I never saw them not play to win. I could never ask for a better squad and the final result for 
the season, major premiers, was the icing on the cake. 
 
But lets go back to the beginning. The season did not look good at the start as Uni had to drop a team, 
which at first appeared to be a major step back. But what it turned out to be was a consolidation that 
enabled both grades to excel… who would a thunk it at the time aye? 
 
Anyway, I looked at the crew given to me, made up of some familiar faces from the previous season. 
Jade was back and this time signed up directly with Uni, because we are the best club in the world. 
Shazza, Noodle and Kath also were there ready to bring their years of experience. Simone came over 
from Baseball with her very manic, no, let’s call it enthusiastic, style. So I had the basis of a decent team, 
but I had lost some key elements of the previous year’s squad. It made me wonder how we were going to 
shape up at first, especially the absence of Mikayla, my previous years MVP, concerning me greatly. 
 
As the season grew closer, the new faces came along to join the clan. Tanya, who showed up with a grin 
that she did not lose for pretty much the entire season (except, for some reason, the morning after the 
cocktail party). But then the group of soccer buddies arrived that turned out to be the most fun of all. 
Laura, Ellie, Emma and Hannah did not know what hand to put their glove on at first (Laura was still 
asking me which hand goes on top when you bat right up to the finals), but their incessant chatter and 
what-will-they-come-out-with-next sense of humour made spending time with the team an absolute riot 
for everyone. I was not sure still whether the season would be a competitive one, but it definitely was 
going to be a hilarious one. 
 
Pre season training did show me that the promise was there though. Everyone was picking up on the 
basics quickly and even the new girls could catch, throw and especially run. Tanya was fine but Ellie, 
Han, Em and Larry looked petrified the first time they watched Dani pitch. However it was not long before 
they were stepping up to the plate and having a hack at the ball, although Hannah did tend to squeal at it 
a fair bit also. But in her defense she did this while fielding and running and catching, so I guess it is just 
her thing.  Then the best news of all came when Peter and Mikayla showed up with the promise that once 
Mikayla shook of her pesky job, she would be back in the team for the season and this time would sign 
directly with Uni like Jade, again because we are awesome. This would not happen for the first few 
rounds though. 
 
So, along came round one and I was not sure what to expect. I had already seen my existing players 
showing the same talents they always had, and I could see the new girls improving every training 
session, but I had no idea that the season would start as it did. Four straight wins in a row! I could not 
believe it, and Mikayla had not even arrived yet, so I knew we were only going to get better. We bristled 
with confidence and I even said after game one, “we are a real chance for winning the whole thing”. I 
meant it but I did not realise how prophetic the statement was.  
 
I could see early on that our strength was in our hitting, and what a strength it was. In our very first inning 
we scored 6 runs. In the first four games we mercy ruled the opposition at least once, and in game four 
we mercy ruled the poor opposition 3 times to win the game 21 to 9. We were on fire and feeling 
invincible, but then came along the double header in round 5 and 6. We had not yet faced Belmont Blue 
or Fusion, with their solid hitters and sound pitching. Back to back games against them brought our 
delusions of an easy run to the finals to a screaming halt. We went down 23 to 3 in the first game againt 
Blue and then 14 to 3 the next day against Fusion which made us all realise we had some work to do. 



But to the credit of the gang, they did just that. By the end of the first half of the season we had secured a 
place in the top 4, guaranteeing ourselves a place in the top finals series that had eluded thirds in the 
previous year. 
 
With a finals place a given I could relax and experiment with the line up and the fielding positions to make 
sure we made the most of what we had. Mikayla was proving brilliant at short stop and was a huge help 
covering the less experienced players when I had them at second and third. Jade was working well at 
first and Sharon was solid at third with regular shots to the glove at first for outs. Emma developed at first 
in left field, but later became indispensible in centre field as she tracked down hard to catch balls with a 
never give up attitude. Although I ran Ellie at second for much of the season I found her absolutely 
awesome speed was best suited to right field in the end. I moved Kath to the outfield early in the season, 
much to her surprise, but after a while I think she grew to really enjoy tracking down the high catches and 
was very good at it. Laura also showed she had a good eye for fly ball catching. So my outfield was solid, 
which was one of the teams real strengths in the finals that none of our competitors could boast. I still 
needed to come up with just the right combination for the infield. As I said Jade was good at first, but she 
really shone when I moved her to second base in the finals and Simone took over at first. Simone is not 
only a solid pitcher but one of the best glove handlers in the team. Best of all, along came Lauren after 
the break and once I tried her behind the plate she proved to be exactly what the team needed. So Tanya 
became another solid outfielder and with two pitchers, Annette and Simone, that could throw regular 
strikes I really thought I had it all worked out.  
 
So along came the finals and even though we had a few weeks of playing short and losing badly in the 
second half of the season, we were back to full strength to take on all comers. Our losses however 
placed us in fourth place and that meant every game was a nock out for us, which made me a very 
nervous bloke for a few weeks.  
 
Game one, against the Belmont Blue team was not going to be easy. We started slowly with Belmont 
taking the lead and holding it until the top of the forth inning, but then 3rds showed exactly how they were 
going to play every game in the post season; by smashing a heap of runs all in one inning to take the 
lead and keep it till the end of the game. Once we overtook them they had no answer and we held them 
off till the games end. 
 
Then the final was upon us against the big hitting Steelers and they came out trying their best. Annette 
however was being backed up by our fielding and they could not get the runs on the board. We again 
waited until the 4th inning and boom went the bats, driving in 8 runs to break their resolve. Once Simone 
came on they had no chance and we won the game 15 to 7. 
 
The week leading up to the grand final was the longest of my entire life. I don’t recall ever spending so 
much time thinking about how to approach a game, and it was actually a very relaxing thing to do the 
stats for most of the season which helped me consider what to do. I decided to start with Annette, 
enabling me to have Simone’s glove at first base and use her as a relief pitcher in the fourth, when I was 
expecting the bats to really light up. However, as they say ‘the best laid plans, blah blah blah’. My game 
plan went to hell when Belmont came out and thumped Annette’s pitching, which was compounded by 
the team making 6 errors in the first dig. We were 11 to 3 down after one complete inning, but I was not 
overly worried as I knew Belmont had one pitcher who we could easily smack all over the place. However 
what happened next surprised even me. The girls did their customary fourth inning smash fest one inning 
early and scored a whopping 13 runs in the 3rd instead. Nothing was going to plan, but I was not at all 
concerned with that. It was fantastic to watch but I think I aged 5 years in the last inning watching them 
finish off the game for the win. It was so well deserved though and I don’t think Belmont, or anyone else 
watching expected it.  
 
The team photo I have seen from after the game shows the whole team smiling from ear to ear, which 
makes me so proud to have been able to help them achieve that feeling. I thank every one of you for 



such a sensation season of fun and for working so hard to win even when the runs were stacked up 
against you. Congratulations on a well deserved win and your major premiership title. 
 
Now, to speak of the awards I have given tonight… 
 
Fielding award - Simone Biddlecombe , or Simone Biddle as the association calls her. As I said earlier 
Simone was a champion in the infield all season. She was a brilliant first base player and formidable on 
the mound. She sharked so many outs when pitching it was almost like the other infielders were more 
like spectators. Although others were also good with the glove, Simone shone out as the obvious choice 
for the fielding award. 
 
Batting award - Jade Coombes . Even though Jade is not the highest batting average in the team, I am 
confident no one will deny her season with the bat. In the park home runs and a game turning grand slam 
in the final made Jade’s hitting performance really something to watch this year. And it all seemed so 
easy for her with that smooth swing that just sends the ball flying. Great job Jade and well deserved. 
 
Here I want to make special mention of a few people in the team. I have already spoken of Emma, and I 
know by now she will already have been awarded the most improved award from the club and it is well 
deserved. Annette was nominated for this also and I saw a marked improvement in her game this 
season. Instead of being predominantly a pitcher, Annette became a real force with the bat and her base 
running and fielding improved immensely. Tanya’s batting was a real treat to watch, as although she had 
an unorthodox style it really worked and she has the final numbers to be proud of. Ellie’s running was 
awesome and with a little more batting practice will be one of the best on base percentage players we 
have next year I am sure. L.K’s ability as a catcher improved every game and was a vital part of the 
grand final winning team that we became at the end. But I can’t give awards to everyone, so I will get on 
with it. 
 
MVP – Mikayla Harris . As I said earlier, Mikayla Harris promising to return for another season was great 
news to me as I knew she would not let anyone down with her skills. Even though I put her in an 
unfamiliar place at Short Stop, Mikayla had a fantastic season and made 19 put outs and 24 assists. But 
on top of this she smashed the ball with an astonishing 9 home runs and 24 RBIs, making her an all 
round softball machine that often ignited the team with her hitting and fielding. An absolutely brilliant 
season and I am sure next year she will do the same again when we move up to second grade. 
 
Now, to my thank you list… 
 
Chewie, my assistant coach. You did a great job helping out all year, running warm up, throwing BP, 
giving advice and base coaching. Thanks for being there, even though you were so busy on the 
weekends mate, and I hope you keep coaching and take on a team of your own some day. You would be 
good at it. 
 
Lindsay, my scorer and bounce board. You did a brilliant job each week and I am sure everyone has 
already said many thanks for this already. On top of that you put up with me ranting on about our wins, 
heard me rave on about our losses, listen to me dribble on about where I went wrong and boast about 
being right. Thanks for all the patience and support throughout the season and I hope you enjoyed being 
a part of the gang…  
 
Katherine, for grabbing the kit every week and making sure it was there on time and fully stocked (you 
think I did not notice the refilling of new game balls mid season?). I know you do a lot of other work for 
the club, so thanks for looking after this as well. 
 



Peter, our personal supporter and net dismantler volunteer guy. The girls always appreciated seeing the 
net already half dismantled after the game and thank you from us all for helping out so often and being 
there to support us. 
 
Kristy, thank you for your efforts. You coached the girls on the couple of occasions I could not, scored on 
the rare occasions that Lindz was unable to, were often there cheering with a big smile and generally 
were brilliant. This season has been one of the best in the clubs history and your leadership has been a 
big part of that achievement. Congratulations on a job well done and good luck guiding the club in the 
future. Uni softball is lucky to have you. 
 
I have saved a big thank you for last, and that is for Hannah. You left us mid season to advance your 
career and make your fortune dealing with the Queensland holiday shlubs. But upon your return you 
became a huge part of the team’s success, even though it was from the bench. Your spirited supporting 
and awesome energy was felt throughout our team in an obviously positive way, and it disheartened the 
opposition to hear you so up-beat and energised, even when we were behind. You did not complain even 
though you were the only one I could not give game time to during the grand final and that makes me say 
a compliment to you, that anyone who knows me will tell you I do not say lightly. You are a true team 
player buddy and thanks for being there when it counted. 
 
You can probably read in between the lines that I wanted to rave on about you all one last time. Thanks 
again for being such a brilliant team both on and off the field and for not trashing my house at the cocktail 
party. This is a season I will never forget…. 
 
Yours in softball, 
 
Steve ‘Svenn’ Bennett 

 



 

 



 
1st Grade Fielding 

Corinn Gardiner 
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1st Grade Batting 

Danielle Moore 

 
1st Grade MVP 

Krystele Hurcum 

 
3rd Grade Batting 

Jade Coombes 

 
3rd Grade Fielding 

Simone Biddlecombe 

 
3rd Grade MVP 

Mikayla Harris 



Club Awards 
 

  

 
Rookie of the Year 

Krystele Hurcum 

 
Nominations: 

Simone Biddlecombe 

Krystele Hurcum 

Tanya Smart 

 
Mervyn Edwards Award 

(Supporter of the Year) 

Peter Harris 

 
Most Improved Player 

Emma Robertson 

 
Nominations: 

Annette Poulton 

Emma Robertson 

Ellie Taylor 

 
Personality of the Year 

Simone Biddlecombe 

 
Nominations: 

Simone Biddlecombe 

Hannah Morris 

Ellie Taylor 

 
Club Commitment Award 

Danielle Moore 

 
Nominations: 

Ashleigh John 

Danielle Moore 

Tanya Smart 

 
Clubman of the Year 

Katherine Milla 



NDSA Awards 
 

Major Premiers – 3rd Grade 

3rd Women Grand Final MVP – Simone Biddlecombe 

1st Women Grand Final MVP – Corinn Gardiner 

Umpire of the Year Award – Murray Lundberg 

Senior John Price Award – Katherine Milla 

Hunter Academy Softball Squad Selection – Mikayla Harris 

 
 

Other Awards 
 

Thief Award (Most stolen bases) – Simone Biddlecombe 

Totem Pole Award (Most walks) – Dani Moore & Hannah Morris 

Grand Slam Award (Grand Slam Hit) – Jade Coombes 

Homecoming Queen Award (Most Home Runs Hit) – Mikayla Harris 

Helping Hand Award (Most Assists) – Corinn Gardiner 

Whippet Award (Fastest base runner) – Ellie Taylor 

Primary Producer (Most RBI’s) – Mikayla Harris 

 

Slip’n’Slide Award (most slides into bases when not required) – Sharon Moncaster 

Reactions of a dead cat Award (slow on moving the glove) – Annette Poulton 

Ball Magnet Award (attracting balls even in foul territory) – Emma Lundberg 

Butterfingers Award (Most errors) – Tanya Smart 

Repetition Award (Most repeated cheer) – Simone Biddlecombe with “Lets Go, Lets Go, 

Lets Go!” 

 

 

Hannahisms 

 
“Simone I have one word for you… intestines as legwarmers!” 

 

“So Chewie, your last name is Chewbacca?” 

 

“Three in, Three out!” 


